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Jazz Happy Hour @ 6:30pm
Two-for-one drinks in the 

Amaturo Theater lobby bar 
Jazz Riffs @ 7:00pm

Pre-show jazz talk with Stu Grant of 
WLVE’s Sunday Jazz Brunch 

AMATURO THEATER
Broward Center for the Performing Arts
201 SW 5th Avenue • Fort Lauderdale, FL

A limited number of subscriptions
are still available! Call 954-524-0805

Single Tickets: 
$40 • $35 • $30

Call: 954-462-0222

More of the 2006-2007 Jazz Concert Season!
January 10,
2007— Tribute
to Nat King Cole
Allan Harris,
Jazz Vocalist
Winner of the
2004 New York
Nightlife Award for “Outstanding Male Jazz
Vocalist,” veteran jazz musician and former
Miamian, Allan Harris, has a voice with the
“warmth of Tony Bennett, the bite and rhyth-
mic sense of Sinatra and the sly elegance of
Nat “King” Cole.

February 14, 2007— A
Jazzy Valentine
Joyride Cheryl Fisher
and the University of
Miami Jazz Concert
Band
Fisher and the

University of Miami Concert Jazz
Band, one of the world's pre-eminent educa-
tional jazz ensembles, come together to take
you on a jazz joyride.

March 14, 2007— Swingin’ in the Groove
Jimmy Dorsey
Orchestra
Unsurpassed as one
of the greatest big
bands of the swing
era, the celebrated
Jimmy Dorsey

Orchestra has continued
successfully for decades and is
still in great demand through-
out the world.

April 11, 2007— Straight
Ahead on the Freidline Noel
Freidline Quintet
"Impassioned and accom-
plished, the Noel Freidline

Quintet embodies the spirit of an era gone by"-
JAM Magazine.  Pianist and singer Noel
Freidline leads this acoustic ensemble rooted
in the jazz  tradition.  Back by popular
demand, the Noel Freidline Quintet provides a
top-notch display of entertaining jazz with a
crowd pleasing performance.

May 9, 2007— Unmistakably…
Undoubtedly… Undeniably… YOURS  Sara
Gazarek, Jazz Vocalist
Ranked # 3 as the best new
artist in the Jazz Times
Readers Poll, jazz vocalist,
Sara Gazarek, has been a part
of the Concord Jazz Festival
tour with Diane Schuur,
Karrin Allyson and Oleta
Adams. Gazarek's perform-
ance bypasses definition and reaches deeply
into the heart of the music.

FORT LAUDERDALE
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A non-profit organization dedicated to the art of Jazz

ur January 10 mainstage jazz concert will feature jazz vocalist and former Miamian,
Allan Harris, in a Tribute to Nat “King” Cole.  Winner of the 2004 New York Nightlife Award
for “Outstanding Male Jazz Vocalist,” Harris has a voice with the “warmth of Tony Bennett, the
bite and rhythmic sense of Sinatra and the sly elegance of Nat Cole.”  Stephen Holden of the
New York Times says Harris is “a supremely relaxed and tasteful crooner in the Nat King Cole
tradition.” 

Delivering a repertoire of familiar and beloved standards, Harris' romantically appealing
voice reaches out with the heart-breaking depth that caresses a song, giving each it's fullest

respect by combining the best of the past with his unique gifts to create something fresh and
distinctive. Besides having total vocal control, Harris is also a superb musician with a
natural ear, hallmark pinpoint vocal accuracy and incredibly clear diction without
affectation. From gentle ballads, to swinging tunes, to Caribbean rhythms, slow sizzling down-home
blues and scatting, Harris shows with conviction, that not only does he have something to bring to
the world of jazz, but that he is one of the leading male singers of his generation.
CNN's Showbiz Tonight referred to Harris as "one of the three best male jazz vocalists in the
country." Harris has thrilled audiences all over the world, from jazz clubs in Europe and Asia, to
Music Festivals in Sweden, Turkey, Japan, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Holland, Italy, Finland, and
live performances in some of Europe's most famous opera houses with the Metropole Orchestra, the
Rias Big Band, the Thilo Wolfe Big Band, and others.  He has also recorded numerous CDs.

This is a concert you won’t want to miss!  To learn more about Allan Harris you can visit his
website at www.allanharris.com.

he Statesmen of Jazz will perform a memorial and tribute concert to long-time GCJS
supporters, Jeanette Russell and Ray Sauerwein on Wednesday, January 17th at the University of
Miami’s Gusman Concert Hall.  The line up of the Statesmen of Jazz for this concert will include
jazz greats Randy Sandke, trumpet, John Allred trombone, Harry Allen saxophone, Johnny Varro
piano, Bucky Pizzarelli guitar, Ed Metz Jr. drums, Rebecca Kilgore vocals.  

This is a free event in honor of Jeanette and Ray and seating will be limited.  We plan to have
a bus to transport GCJS members from Ft. Lauderdale to the concert in Miami.  Plan to join us for
this wonderful tribute to Lady Jazz!  Invitations for this special concert will be in the mail soon.  For
more information, please call our office at 954-524-0805.

January Concert features Allan Harris in
Tribute to Nat “King” Cole
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Funding for this organization is
provided in part by the Broward
County Board of County
Commissioners as recommended by
the Broward Cultural Council, the
State of Florida, Department of
State, Division of Cultural Affairs,
the Florida Arts Council, and the
National Endowment for the Arts.

SAVE THE DATE! 
Friday

January 26, 2007
The Gold Coast Jazz Society’s 
15th Anniversary Jazz Gala

Hyatt Pier 66
Resort & Spa
Panorama Room

Cocktails, Silent Auction
Dinner, Jazz Show & Dancing

The Bill Allred Classic Jazz Band

                 



n October 10, jazz legend and NEA Jazz Master, Chico
Hamilton, performed in concert for the GCJS and conducted a jazz
master class for a group of over 90 students from Dillard High
School and Parkway Middle School. A recipient of the nation’s
highest honor in jazz, the National Endowment for the Arts Jazz
Master, the 85 year old
drummer and band leader has
been a vital force in jazz for
over fifty years.  Next year

the Kennedy Center will name him “a
living jazz legend.”   

Part of the mission of the Gold Coast Jazz Society is to
provide jazz education for students.  “You make dreams come true
for a lot of these young kids and you’re helping to create the
future of jazz,” said Christopher Dorsey, Band Director at Dillard
High School.  Students came away with a greater
understanding and knowledge of jazz performance techniques and a once in a
lifetime opportunity to work with one of today’s greatest living jazz legends.

SPONSORS
Gold Coast
Jazz Society

We gratefully acknowledge
and thank our contributors:

Broward County Board of
County Commissioners

State of Florida Division of
Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts

Council 
National Endowment of the

Arts/Verizon
Annenberg Foundation

FAB! (Funding Arts Broward) 
HI Foundation
Mary N. Porter

David and Francie Horvitz
Family Foundation Inc.
for the Albert Bishop

Jazz Education Program
Robert Friedman Foundation

James K. Oppenheimer
Jeanette M. Russell Trust

American Express
Broward Center for the

Performing Arts 
Broward County Public

Schools
Comerica Bank

DeMeo Young McGrath
Law Offices of Judy Barringer

Bonavac, P.A.
Mellon Wealth Management

Miller, Wiggin & Assoc.
Morgan Stanley

SingerXenos
Riverside Hotel

Music Performance Fund
The Art Institute of Ft.

Lauderdale
The PaperMill

South Florida Consulting
WLRN Public Radio

f you know a jazz student in need of scholarship assistance, a limited number of scholarships are
available through the Gold Coast Jazz Society’s Jeannette M. Russell Scholarship Fund.  Students in
grades 6-11 may apply for scholarships to attend 2007 Summer Music Camps.  College bound high
school seniors studying music with a jazz emphasis and currently enrolled college students who are music
majors with jazz emphasis may apply for 2007 College Scholarships. Scholarship applications are due to
the Gold Coast Jazz Society by 5:00pm on February 1, 2007.  Qualified applicants will be asked to
participate in the Jeanette M. Russell Scholarship Competition on March 10, 2007, at Dillard High
School, 2501 Panther Lane, Fort Lauderdale.  For further information and to download application
forms, go online at www.goldcoastjazz.org  or call the Society’s office at 954-524-0805.

s the year comes to a close and you plan your final charitable contributions, take a moment
to consider a gift to the Gold Coast Jazz Society’s Endowment Fund.  The Fund is maintained by the
Community Foundation of Broward and your endowment gift will bring America’s own music, jazz, to
future audiences for years to come.  2006 and 2007 offer a special opportunity for persons 70 1/2 and
older who can contribute up to $100,000 a year directly to charities from their IRA without triggering
federal income tax on IRA distributions.  No gift is too small.  Year-end gifts may include:  

• Gifts of cash     • Gifts of stock and bonds     • Gift annuities 
• Matching gifts     • Gifts of life insurance 

For more information about the Gold Coast Jazz Society Endowment, please call our office at
954-524-0805 or contact the Community Foundation of Broward.
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OFFICERS
Roberta Young
President

Ron Murfin
Chairman

Frederick Gale Ruffner, Jr.
Founding President

Leonard Robbins
Chairman, President’s Circle

Richard Goldstein, M.D.
Tim Ingham
Senior Vice Presidents

James Maus
Vice President

Judy Barringer Bonevac
Secretary

Steven Mayer
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DIRECTORS
Eric Allison
Richard Clark 
Barbara Cooper
Jerry Janaro
Belvit Jordan
James Oppenheimer 
Jack Rohrbaugh
Hugh E. Root
Jane von Rutenberg
Levi G. Williams, Jr. 

ADVISORY BOARD
Thor Amlie
Susan Brown
Karen Drumheller
Kevin Fernander 
Jean Fitzgerald
R.M. Gardner
Frank Gramling
Bill Haddow
Eddie Higgins
Maurice Lawrence
Betty Lynch
Samuel F. Morrison
Peter Palin
Ernestine Ray
Bobby Rosengarden
Bernice Schwenke
G. Michel Smith
Lee Tatem
Tony von Elbe

Pamella Dearden,
Executive Director
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JAZZ NOTES
Jazz Notes is 

published by the 
Gold Coast Jazz Society,
1350 E. Sunrise Blvd.     
Fort Lauderdale, FL

33304

Visit GCJS on the Web!
www.goldcoastjazz.org

On our jazz site you can look at our concert schedule, preview upcoming concerts, sign
up to be on our mailing list, join the Society, and search other jazz links on the Internet. 

A Message from
our President

GCJS Welcomes
New Board
Members

an it be possible that two
wonderful concerts have already
gone by?  The October concert
with Chico Hamilton proved that
he is truly “Still the Man”.  The
November concert, with Don

Friedman and Billy Mays was remarkable and
proved that two men and 176 keys make beautiful
music!  In December, the Gold Coast Jazz Society
band will be led by Eric Allison with Bill Prince in
a wonderful holiday concert which will put you in
the holiday mood.   We have two memorial
concerts coming soon as well. As you may
remember our beloved band founder, Simon Salz,
passed away a year ago this month.  There will be
a concert in memory of Simon on December 10,
2006 at the Gusman Concert Hall at the
University of Miami.  We will also be a part of
another memorial concert honoring our very own
Lady Jazz, Jeanette Russell, on January 17 at the
Gusman Concert Hall at UM.  I hope to see all of
you there to honor these very special people who
had such a lasting influence on Gold Coast Jazz.

Speaking of fun….our annual gala will be
held January 26, 2007 in the Panorama Room at
the Hyatt Pier 66.  This year’s event is the 15th
year of Gold Coast Jazz and we are honoring the
founders of Gold Coast Jazz. We purposely chose
the Panorama Room to have extra room for danc-
ing, which I know a lot of you wanted. We’ll kick
off the evening with a wonderful cocktail party
and silent auction, and then we’ll have a fabulous
dinner, followed by dancing and music from the
Bill Allred Classic Jazz Band.  We’re 15 years
“young” this year and if it were not for these
wonderful visionaries we would not be having this
conversation!  I want to thank the Chairman and
Chairwoman of this event, Jack and Jean
Rohrbaugh for their commitment.  If you do not
have your tickets yet, or would like to volunteer to
be part of a fun committee (plus you get to attend
an after party) please call Judy at 954-524-0805.

he Gold Coast Jazz Society recently
welcomed four new members to the Board of
Directors.  Dick Clark has recently retired from
the corporate world, is a busy leadership
consultant with his own business and is an
accomplished pianist and recording producer.
Dick will use his musical skills as a member of the
GCJS Scholarship Committee. James
Oppenheimer is a retired business owner and avid
jazz lover. He supports several local non-profit
organizations in the community.   Jerry Janaro is
a retired businessman and former music educator,
Jerry served many years in leadership positions
with local non-profits and is a former President of
the Florida’s Singing Sons Boychoir. With his
interest in music education, Jerry will serve on
the Scholarship Committee.

Belvit Jordan is a
production professional with many years of
experience as a producer for special events.  She
has served as an active member of several local
organizations and is currently the technical and
production manager for Broward County’s
African American Library.  With a strong
interest in young people, Belvit will serve on the
Scholarship Committee.

Bravo to these new board members!

C T

Jerry Janaro

Dick Clark

NEA Jazz Legend
Works With Local Students

Year-End Giving
Gold Coast Jazz Society Endowment Fund

Scholarship Application Deadline - 2/1/07
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s a continuation of the annual tribute to the big bands, Gold Coast Jazz will present the one and only Jimmy Dorsey Orchestra on
March 14th.  Directed by Bill Tole and featuring vocalist Nancy Knorr, the Jimmy Dorsey
Orchestra is unsurpassed as one of the greatest big bands of the swing era. This celebrated
orchestra has continued successfully for decades and is still in great demand throughout the
world.
Tickets are still available but this is always a sold-out concert.  If you love big bands, you won’t
want to miss this chance to hear one of the best!

Jan.  10 Mainstage concert -Allan Harris, Jazz Vocalist – Amaturo Theater  
Jan. 17 Memorial Jazz Concert for Jeanette Russell & Ray Sauerwein - University of Miami – FREE    
Jan. 26 15th Anniversary Jazz Gala – Pier 66 Hotel & Resort – Panorama Room 
Feb. 1 GCJS Band, Eric Allison, Music Director – NW Regional Library – FREE concert 
Feb. 1 Deadline for GCJS Jeanette Russell Jazz Scholarship Competition Applications 
Feb. 14 Mainstage concert -Cheryl Fisher & University of Miami Concert Jazz Band  - Amaturo Theater 
Mar. 6 Gallery Night - GCJS Member and Friends Event – Gallery One Hotel 
Mar. 14 Mainstage concert - Jimmy Dorsey Orchestra directed by Bill Tole – Amaturo Theater  
Mar. 10 Jeanette Russell Jazz Scholarship Competition – Dillard High School – FREE event
Mar. 29 Jazz Stars of Tomorrow – FREE Concert & reception – GCJS Scholarship winners ArtServe Auditorium 
Apr. 10/11 Jazz Legends Come Alive – educational program by Noel Freidline Quintet – BCPA 
Apr. 11 Mainstage concert -Noel Freidline Quintet – Amaturo Theater 
May 9 Mainstage concert -Sara Gazarek, Jazz Vocalist – Amaturo Theater

ur February concert falls on Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14), so come on out and enjoy A Jazzy Valentine
Joyride with Canadian jazz diva, Cheryl Fisher and the University of Miami Concert Jazz Band.  “With three
albums to her credit, Fisher is already recognized as one of the greatest female singers in the history of
Canadian jazz.” according to the Festival International de Jazz de Montreal.  She is one of those rare jazz
artists whose artistic persona encompasses both composer and performer and her unique compositional
style, commanding stage presence and assured vocal mastery transcend artistic mediums.  Cheryl is as
comfortable performing in a small intimate setting as she is outdoors or in large concert halls.

Cheryl will be joined onstage with the University of Miami Concert Jazz Band, one of the world's
pre-eminent educational jazz ensembles.  The Concert Jazz Band, under the direction of Dante Luciani, is the
premiere jazz ensemble at the University of Miami’s Frost School of Music. The band has set the standard for
ensembles of it’s type worldwide and has won numerous awards, including this year’s Downbeat award for best
college big band. They have  also recently collaborated with arranger/composer Maria Schneider, earning her
a Grammy nomination. 

So put on your seat belt on for a swingin’ jazzy joyride and join GJCS on February 14th at the Amaturo.

LIFETIME
Amaturo, Joe & Wini
Berman, Phil & Beverly
Bienes, Michael & Dianne
Bonevac, Paul & Judy
Carlin, Don & B. Landon
Cayia, Paulina
Collins, Don & Pat
Cooper, Henry & Barbara
Fitzgerald, Jean & Carol
Friedman, Robert & Eugenia
Goldstein, Richard & Susan
Gramling, Frank
Gruber, Richard & Barbara
Hanson, Sandy
Ingham, Timothy & Pabst, Julie
Jessup, Joe & Jan Amis
Kaplan, Michael & Gail
Lamb, Buzz & Cheryl
Lozick, Ed & Catherine
Meyer, Arthur & Ann
Moran, Jim & Jan
Morrison, Samuel
Murfin, Ron & Judy
Oppenheimer, James
Porter, Mary N. 
Robbins, Leonard & Sally
Rohrbaugh, Jack and Jean
Ruffner, Fred & Mary
Schnurmacher, Lenny & Jeannette
Schwenke, Harry & Bernice
Thornton, Betty
Villari, Dave & Jeanne
von Elbe, Tony
von Rutenberg, Bill & Jane 
Wilson, Ethel

CORPORATE
Judy Barringer Bonevac, PA
Comerica Bank
DeMeo,Young & McGrath
Mellon Wealth Management
Miller, Wiggin & Assoc.
Morgan Stanley
Singer Xenos Wealth Management

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Robbins, Leonard
Rohrbaugh, Jack
Ruffner, Frederick G.

SOLARIAN CLUB
Bechert, Skip & Sheila

Bonevac, Paul & Judy
Campbell, Doyle & Jean
Folz, Theo & Connie
Goldstein, Richard Dr. & Susan
Grevior, Arnold & Barbara
Ingham, Richard
Ingham, Tim & Pabst, Julie
Lanning, Bill & Mary Ann
Loving, Jack & Susan
Maus, James & Michelle
Lemisch, Les & Joy
Mehl, Marc
Rogow, Bruce & Jacquelyn
Rohrbaugh, Jack & Jean
Ruffner, Fred & Mary
Young, Roberta

GOLD JAZZ CLUB
Loving, Jack & Susan
Morrison, Samuel F.

BENEFACTOR 
Buntrock, Elizabeth J.
Clark, Richard & Deborah
Francis, Clenworth & Patricia
Haidos, George
Krulik, Gary & Stephanie
Mehl, Marc & Jill
Mennel-Bell, Mari
Opler, Steven & Bonnie
Webb, William

PATRON
Allen, W. George & Enid
Amlie, Thor
Andresen, Mary Lind
Bassichis, Michael
Brammer, Gayle
Butler, Gale
Cabrera, Jose & Karina
Coney, Don & Cathy
Daneman, Ben
Dearden, Ralph & Pam
Duffy, Patrick & Dorothy
Enright, Camma
Gerakas, Evans
Grevior, Arnold & Barbara
Hirtz, Irwin & Ruth
Keller, Stephen & Bolt, Lesleen
Langsenkamp, Hank & Jo Ann
Lieber, Arnold
Lochrie, Buddy & Susan
Loeb, Kurt & Anita

Maxwell, Paul & Mary
Molchan, Alex & Janet
Newell, J. P. & Judy
O’Connor, Dan & Betty
Oguss, Leonard & Jane
Olefson, Frederick & Jessica
Paoli, Charles & Eleanor
Penn, Robert
Rabino, Vera
Root, Hugh & Pat
Rubin, Martin & Melba
Ruppe, James & Mangels, Anita
Scheffler, Fran
Smith, G. Michael & Jean
Tate, Kenneth & Sandy
Torres, Onofre & Jane
Ucko, Bernard & Marianne
Walker, Harry & Geri
Welker, Fred & Mary

COUPLES & FAMILY
Allison, Eric & Fisher, Cheryl
Astor, Robert & Susan
Baker, Thomas 
Beauchamp, John & Beth
Bauman, Doni
Becht, Tom & Mary
Berkman, Michael & Norma
Blackman, Nancy
Buell, Richard & Cynthia
Campbell, Doyle & Jean
Cheslock, Ches
DeMeo, Anthony & Cara
Doumar, Ray & Mitzi
Drumheller, Tom & Karen
Duncan, James & Lynn
Fiacos, Sophocles & Vivian
Fraser, George & Lucille
Gardner, Neese & Joyce
Garlock, Gregg & Sheri
Glantz, George & Johnnie
Goldbloom, Daniel & Claire
Goldowitz, Bernard
Gordon, Reed & Kathleen
Greenston, Justin & Greenberg,

Elaine
Haddow, Bill & Marj
Harding, Norris & Mary
Higgins, Eddie & d’Ambrosio,

Meredith
Hippler, Harold & Joan
Hochheiser, Barry & Barbara
Hoecker, Thomas & Patricia

Janaro, Jerry & Susan
Jargowsky, Peter & Mary
Kern, Herbert & Nona
Kerr, Leigh & Deborah
Kirmse, Mark & Marsha
Koenig, Paul & Rochelle
Laupheimer, Michael & Elinor
Lesnick, Alan & Molly
Loehr, Alan & Gerry
Loree, Paul & Sally
Lustig, Leonard & Susan
Mawson, Bud & Meg
Mayer, Steven & Carmelita Singh

Mayer
Memolo, Martin & Joan
Miller, John & June
McEwan, Peter & Schiff, Annette
Parent, Roland & Barbara
Payne, Don & Barbara
Pegram, Randy
Pettit, John & Teeny
Purdy, R. J. & Nancy
Raben, Paul & Peggy
Rawls, Raleigh
Roberts, Roland & Adrienne
Schilian, Gerald & Watarz, Deborah
Shepard, Myra & Clark, Ralph
Signore, Peter & Mary Ann
Sorenson, Edward & Betty
Stark, Lee & Dorothy
Thomas, Bill & Joan
Tiemann, Philip & Elkiss, Helen
Wilkerson, Joe & Virginia
Williams, Ray & Susan

INDIVIDUAL
Ackrill, Tom
Bailey, Annette
Berkoff, Martin
Braden, Frankie
Coons, John
Cooper, Louis
Deinhardt, Jack
DiNunzio, Beverly
Dowdell, Monya
Driscoll, Jackie
Duane, Julia
Englander, Joan
Goodison-Orr, Hilary
Harrison, Mary
Jalbert, Richard
Johnsen, Joanne
Johnson, Lee

Keltie, Robert
Kirby, Victoria
Kline, Gloria
Kloep, Gertrude
Koecher, Kenneth
Lifshotz, Randy
Marshall, Alyce
Mitchell, Anne Parks
McCune, Judson
McGinley, Beverly
Mehner, Janet
Mustipher, Joseph
Nicro, Joan
Nydahl, Joel
O’Brien, Lynda
Paris, Jeff
Pearson, Edie
Proksch, Timothy
Redmon, Imogene
Reeme, Roberta
Reid, Marcell
Reynolds, Marjorie
Richards, Jeannine
Rubenstein, Drazia
Salz, Sarah
Saunders, William
Scantlebury, Phyllis
Schot, Erik
Slenker, Evelyn
Spence, Errol
Spolan, Jill
Tatem, Lee
Tischio, Margaret
Walker, Joyce

*Membership as of 11/27/06
Thank you for your support!

Gold Coast Jazz Society 2006-2007 Members
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GCJS Gala to Celebrate 15 Years of Jazz

he year 2007 marks the beginning of the 15th anniversary of the Gold Coast Jazz Society!  It’s
hard to believe that only 15 years ago, Fred Ruffner and a handful of jazz friends met to organize the
first of many future jazz concerts and events.  

As the official kick-off for our 15th anniversary, the GCJS will be hosting the 15th
Anniversary Jazz Gala.  Chaired by long time GCJS members, Jean and Jack Rohrbaugh, and their
hard-working committee, the evening promises to be an event not to be missed.  Look for your
invitation in the mail immediately after the holidays and plan to join us on Friday, January 26 at
the beautiful Panorama Room of the Hyatt Pier 66 Resort and Spa.  We’ll kick off the evening

with a fabulous cocktail party and silent auction followed by an unforgettable dinner and a marvelous jazz show performed by
the incomparable Bill Allred Classic Jazz Band.  You’ll top off your evening with live music for dancing.  Mark your calendars to be a part of
the jazzy celebration!  To be sure that you’re on the invitation list or for more information call our office at 954-524-0805.

Cheryl Fisher & UM Concert Jazz Band Jazz Up Valentine’s Day

O

Gold Coast Jazz Society Calendar of Events for 2006 - 2007

T

Cheryl Fisher

Night of Big Band Music Features the Jimmy Dorsey Orchestra

A

UM Jazz Band

SAVE THE DATE!!!
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hen Storyville (in New Orleans) was closed down on November 12, 1917 by
orders of the Navy and the War Department, many musicians sought work elsewhere and
both black and white entertainers drifted up the Mississippi to Chicago.  The trauma of
World War One undermined the pious and sentimental worldview that had dominated
America since the Civil War, but not before Prohibition was enacted in 1920, creating
a booming new market for jazz musicians, the speakeasy, and turning Chicago into a
new center of jazz creativity.  The Chicago Dixieland jazz style was smoother but more
aggressive and less relaxed, with larger bands that featured individual soloists.  The ragtime rhythm
supplied a 2/4 backbeat, and an eight-beats-to-the-bar piano rhythm (not yet called boogie-woogie) and was well
established in Chicago by 1920.

In 1920, 20-year-old trumpeter Louis Armstrong debuted the concept of "swinging" which is accomplished by playing off
the beat.  Distinctive differences can be heard between pre-swing and swing, notably that the marching-band rhythm is fading.
Many legendary jazz performers finally made it onto recordings, including "stride" piano performances.  (Note: Stride piano uses
a left-hand pattern of bass note, chord, bass note, chord making it a slower incarnation of boogie-woogie.)

According to Mark Gridley's "Concise Guide to Jazz", Fats Waller made his first piano rolls at the age of 18 in 1922 and Jelly
Roll Morton (the self -proclaimed "inventor" of jazz) did his first piano solos on disc in 1923, one of which was "Kansas City
Stomp".  Radios finally started becoming popular in 1922 and Duke Ellington (at age 24) performed on radio in 1923.  In 1924
Ellington took over leadership of a group called the Washingtonians and recorded "Rainy Nights, Rainy Days".

Chicago turned out to be a good home for jazz for several reasons.  It was easy to get straight up the river.  There was a
growing black population.  There were good paying jobs (the stockyards and out-lying steel mills) and Chicago became the home
base for bootleggers and therefore the center of a flourishing nightlife.

According to jazz historian Murray Pfeffer, the smaller clubs on the South Side that catered to the black audiences
generally had a 3 or 4 man group playing much the same kind of music they played back home in New Orleans-an easy, sort of
unwinding-style of true Dixieland. On the North Side of Chicago one finds the white musicians who were representative of the
"new" dixielanders.  Most were not from New Orleans but had absorbed the music.

The two styles were easily discernable when listening.  The original Dixie is an ensemble effort, with the music seeming to
unravel itself.  The Chicago style is Dixie but with a hard-driving feel to it and with solos by the bandsmen. By 1925 Chicagoan,
Bix Beiderbecke had formed a group called the Wolverines and the term jazz was still broad enough to include 26-year-old
George Gershwin's "Rhapsody in Blue".  But, Pfeffer goes on to say, jazz was changing because of this Chicago style method of
playing that emphasized solos of the band members.  This era was the start of such Solo Virtuosi as Benny Goodman; the
Dorsey's; Satchmo; Earl "Fatha" Hines and many others.  It is interesting to note that Louis Armstrong's Hot Five Quintet
recorded the first scat solo in 1925 on "Heebie Jeebies", supposedly because Armstrong dropped his lyrics sheet.

By 1927, Armstrong had perfected his approach to swing, setting whole phrases ahead of or behind the beat, not just pulling
single notes.  His popularity made Chicago-style-soloing the new standard. But then in 1928 Louis Armstrong dropped the
Chicago style completely in his "West End Blues" which, according to Murray Pfeffer, many people believe to be the top jazz
recording of all times.

The Great Depression of 1929 and the 1930's changed things drastically.  It wrecked the mid-western independent
recording companies and the end of Prohibition certainly altered Chicago's nightlife.  Many of the "Chicagoans" were now
moving to New York City which had become the home of leading radio networks and recording companies as well as having a
vast array of hotel rooms, supper clubs and 52nd Street, called by some "Swing Street".  Chicago Style was ending and a new
jazz was starting.

Jazz 101- Chicago Swings by Buzz Lamb

W

4

Over 80 members and friends of GCJS enjoyed a wonderful fall
evening on the Garden Patio of the Riverside Hotel.  The annual
Fall Jazz Cabaret, our yearly membership event, provided everyone
with an evening of food, fun and wonderful jazz provided by Eric
Allison and Rick Harris.

GCJS Members Enjoy
Fall Jazz Cabaret

MEMBERSHIPS
You can help keep jazz alive in our

community by joining the
Gold Coast Jazz Society!

Membership Levels

• $35 Individual

• $55 Couple/Family

• $100 Patron

• $250 Benefactor

• $1000 Platinum Jazz Club

www.goldcoastjazz.org

Paul & Judy Bonevac

Annette Schiff &
Peter McEwan

David Posner &
Lynda O’Brien

Neese Gardner, Tim Ingham, Joyce Gardner,
Julie Pabst Ingham & Hayward Thresher

Todd & Melissa Weaver, Erik Schot
& Joan EnglanderRoberta Young, Lynda O’Brien, Ron Murfin &

Roland & Barbara Parent

Judy Murfin, Jerry & Sue Janaro
Mark & Marsha Kirmse

(Author's Note:  In the last edition of the newsletter I wrote an article about the Origin of Jazz.  Pam Dearden,
GCJS Executive Director, asked me if I would continue to write what she referred to as Jazz 101.  It sounded like
a good idea and a great name for a column so here is the second installment of the history of Jazz.)

 


